
 

  

M E M O R A N D U M  

 

May 23, 2017 
 
As a valued industry stakeholder, we wanted you to be among the first to know of a recent development at our 
May 2017 United Egg Producers Board meeting.  
 
We recognize there have been many questions regarding the proper definition for cage-free hen housing. 
Addressing this confusion in the marketplace was something that our farmer-members took very seriously, and 
it was important to get the language just right. It was equally important that this definition reflect the diversity 
of housing options available to UEP members, and egg farmers' commitment to assuring hen health and well-
being in all housing environments. 
 
I am pleased to share with you that the UEP Board unanimously passed the below definition, which will be 
adopted by United Egg Producers as the language to define today's cage-free hen housing for our industry.  
 

 “Cage-free eggs are laid by hens that are able to roam vertically and horizontally in indoor houses, 

and have access to fresh food and water.  Cage-free systems vary from farm-to-farm, and can include 

multi-tier aviaries.  They must allow hens to exhibit natural behaviors and include enrichments such as 

scratch areas, perches and nests.  Hens must have access to litter, protection from predators and be 

able to move in a barn in a manner that promotes bird welfare.”  

 
If you have any further questions, please don't hesitate to contact me. We are deeply grateful for your 
continued partnership with the egg farming community. 
 
Sincerely, 
Chad Gregory 
President and CEO 
United Egg Producers 

# # # 
 

United Egg Producers (UEP) is a cooperative of U.S. egg farmers working collaboratively to address legislative, regulatory 

and advocacy issues impacting the industry through active farmer-member leadership, a unified voice and 

partnership across the agriculture community. UEP’s farmer-members work to provide for the health and well-being of 

their birds; to produce safe, nutritious, high-quality eggs; and to manage their farms responsibly with best on-farm 

management practices. Leadership of and participation in the UEP Certified program by the vast majority of egg 

producers further demonstrates a broad commitment to the care of egg-laying hens. UEP also manages the national Egg 

Safety Center, a leading resource for consumer and industry information on the safe production of eggs and prevention of 

disease. Formed in 1968, UEP members represent about 95 percent of US egg production. 


